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         Aged Care Garden ï Bacchus Marsh 
 
Spring is here and the gardens are booming. Roses, irises, apple blossoms, azaleas and many 
more are in full bloom. This is the time of year where we are rewarded for all our hard work over 
Autumn and Winter. It is the time to keep up the fertilizer and make sure watering systems are 
functioning properly for the warm weather ahead. 
 
This issue has a story on a sensory garden in Bacchus Marsh and a new community garden 
project in Sydney. 
 
The therapeutic plant is the Rhododendron. 
 
 
Good reading. 
 

 
Paul de la Motte 
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Plants for Sensory and Therapeutic Gardens 
 
By Paul de la Motte    
   
 
Common Name:  
 
Rhododendron     
 
Botanical Name:  Rhododendron sp. 
     
Family: Ericaceae 
 
Rhododendrons contain a large range of 
shrubs and small trees (over 1000 species), 
which includes Azaleas and others as a 
subgenus. 
  
Although varied in size across the genus, true 
Rhododendrons tend to be large shrubs to 
small trees and have a large range of large 
striking clusters of flowers.  
 
The colours range from white, pink, red, 
orange, violet and many other variations in 
between. 
 
Although mildly toxic, these plants provide a wonderful display in early to late spring, and 
provide a valuable reminiscence plant as they have been widely grown as ornamental plants in 
Victoria for generations.  
 
They can be grown from cuttings with a little care as well as layering.  
 
Rhododendrons are hardy once established but need a little protection from the hot western sun 
in summer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                   National Rhododendron Gardens ï near Olinda Victoria                                            
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Grant Lodge ï Djerriwarrh Health, Bacchus Marsh 
 
The Grant Lodge Residential Care Unit in Bacchus Marsh provides nursing care in a home-like 
environment for 30 high care residents. A respite bed is also available to provide a break for 
carers.  

Grant Lodge is a member of Dementia Care Australia and through the implementation of the 
ñSpark of Lifeò approach; staff are able to provide a dementia supportive environment. As well as 
providing home cooked meals with personal diet preferences, Grant Lodge provides an extensive 
lifestyle program in Bacchus Marsh. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Ornaments under wisteria       Craft display 
 
 

 
 
    Ornaments and mural in front garden 


